THEIVST MANINBONDS. 
OR 


Lievt. Col. Fobn Lilburne cloſe Priſoner 


in Newgate , by order of the Hovs&$® 


- of Logos. a 0: 08 
49 - „ne 4.44 7 Ho, r. 
Ince this worthy gentle mans caſe is mine, and every maus, who 

though we be at liberty to day, may bo in Newga'e to mor- 

row, if the Houſc of Lords ſo plcaſe, doth it not equally and 
alike concerne all the people of Exglard to lay it to heart, 
and either fit both our minds and necks to undergoe this ſla- 
verv, or otherwiſe thinke of ſome ſpeedy and effeRuall 
meanes to free our ſelves and our peſteritythere from. 
: This noble and refolure Gentleman Mr, Lilbarxe, then 
whom his countrey has not a truer and more faithfull ſervant, hath broke the Ice for 
us all, who being ſeniible that the people are in reall bondage to the Lords (and that 
the Lawes and Statutes providing to the contrary;ſcrving them in no ſtead) hach ſing- 
ly adventured himſe He a Champion for his abuſed country men, nothing doubting but 
chat he ſhall thereby open the eyes, and awake the drowſic ſpirits of bis fellow Com- 
moners, or rather Slaves {25 the caſe now ſtands) with them; and likewiſe animate 
the repreſencative body of the people, to make uſe of that pgwer wherewith they are 
truſte d to free us, themſelves, their and our poſterities, from the Houſe of Lords 
imperious and ambitious uſurpation. = 
object. Some throught ignorance, or poverty of ſpirit, may (peradventure) judge 
Mr. Luournea raſh young man for his oppoſing himſelfe againſi ſo mighty a ſtreãme or 
torrent of worldly power, which the Lords now poſleſſe. To ſuchl anſwer, 1. That the 
power ofthe Houſe of Lords, is like a ſhallow,un-even water, more in noiſe then ſub- 
Nance ; If we could diſtinguiſh between what is theirs of right, and what by incroach - 
ment, we ſhould ſoone find that they have deckt themſelves with the Commoners 
brave tcathets, which being reaſſumed, they would appeare no better arrayed then o- 
ther wen, even equall by Law, inferior in uprighineſſe, and honeſty of converſation 2 
We ſhould then find that chey are but painted properties, Dagons, that our ſuperſtiti- 
on and ignorance, their one craft — impudence have ere cted. no naturall iſſues of 
Jawes, but the extuberances and muſhromes of Prerogative, tlie Weng of uſt govern- 
ment, putti g the body of the People to paine, as well 3+ occaſioning deſot mity, Sons 
ot conqueſt they are and uſurpation, not of choice and elc tion, intruded upon as by 
power, not con'!t!':;red by conſent, not made by the people, t om whom all power, 
place and office that is juſt in this kingdome ought only to ariſe. 

2. MHr. Lilburncs oppoſing himſelfe againſt this exorbitant and cxita-judiciall power 
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ving tos much. 

1 — I pray the great danger we are in, if the Lord; thus preſume to clap a Com- 
moner ot Ex gland in cloſe priſon, even now when the Commons of England are ſit- 
ting in Parliainenc, who are put in tuſt, and enabled with power to protect the o- 
ple from ſuch bondage (yea and ſo ſuddainly after they have in effect declared, chat 
they will doe it, in their Declaration of the 17. of April ht) what injuries will not 
theſe Lords dot to us, when the Parliament is ended. and the people have none of 
thelt owne Comuſdns nor Truſtees to protect them, heare their cryes, nor redreſſe 
their grievances; What. priſon or dungeon will then be baſe enoagh, whar puniſhment 
or torture great enough for them, thar are not cowardiſh enough-ſs to he derszand 
bond- men ? And ſo is not the laſt eriour like to be worſe then the firſt: i 

Death it ſelfe is more tollerable to a generous ſpirit, then cloſe impri „abe⸗ 
fides the continuall feares that ſuch an inhumane praRtice brings wich k, of prirate 
murther or peiſoning, as there are manifold examples of ſuch crye{ties, of which 
Gooberies was not one of the leaſt whe was poiſoned in the Tower, and to ſalve or 
colour that wickedneile, it was ſtrongly given our and avouched that he murdtiexed 
himſelfe, though afterwards divers were hang d for it, and the Rare of Somerſes and 
his Counteſſe hardly eſcaped. Sir Richard s mas moped and ſtupitied with his 
cloſe imprĩſonment, and what miſchiefes (of divers ſorts) may be done to honeſt and 
faithfuli Mr. Liſburne upon this renued opporranitic by the Lords (as he had too much 
formerly by the E ſhops, though contrary to all equitie and juſtice, yea and eyen to 
che Lords owne reparations which lately they voted and alotted to him) whiles he is 
now cloſe priſoner in their one hands, who know him to be their chiefeſt oppeſite 
in all their uſurpatĩons and encroachments upon the (ommoncrs freedomes ? doth ir 
not concerne all the CP?mmons o/ EAgud to conſider and prevent the fame, eſpecially 


their great and generall Counſell in Parliament aſſembled. 


Lay to heart I beſc e. b eu TEE HOUSE of COMM O Ns, that neither 
your lelves nor your children can plead any immumitie or ſecurity from this cruelty 
and bandage of the Houſe of L ords, if now yce be (lack or negligent, but yec may 
juſtly expe& and ſeele the ſmartchereof upon yuu and your poſterity, as well as ne 
upon us and ours, atleaſt afier you are diſſolved. and diſmi ſſed from your Authorities. 
And is not his one of the maine points for which yee have put your ſel ves, ut, and 
ſo many of this Nation as ſtand in your defence, to the eſſuſion and expence of ſo 
much blood at: d multituds of eſtates? : 

If xee did intend to expoſe this Kingdome to the miſeries of warre for no other 
ends but that one kind of Arbitrary government, Star-cthamber, orHigh Commiſſion 
Power, might be abo!liſhed,and others of theſe kinds eſtabliſhed over us, why would 
yce not tell us in due time, that wee might have both ſparcd our lives and eſtates, 
and not made ſo many ſouldiers, Widowes and fatherlefie tu mourne at the Partia- 
ments gates, for the manyfold wants oceaſioned by your ſervice, and made us ſooner 
ar huinble vzſſalt, to preſent our ſelves like ſlaves upon ou; knees at the Houſe of 
Lordt Barre, and ſuffer our cares to be bored through with an aulc, in teſtimony that 
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3 which God hath put into „ apd making us free-men; 
— maine cauſe for which wee uſed wi lng $6u5; and as 2 peeſcar ſipac 
ofyour fidctity and mignznimitie, let your reall intengiogs in the” generatl | 
by the etafneſle and Feedinefſc of == delivering of this your n, and bis 

tries feirbfull ſervant Mr. Lilbrrn from priſon with all due reparations. 

Baniſh all baſe fears, for there be more with jou then againſt you, and the juſtneſſe 
of your cauſe will daylie increaſe both yaur number and power, for God is alwaics 
preſene where Juſtice is extant, and yce cannot but obſerre by manifold æxperiences 
that he not only loves and protects juſt men, but by bis Almighty power $0 abaſech 
all their Bnemies, that they ſtall flce before him and his, like the duſt before the 
wind: If yee will but take example bythe _—_ and juſtice of your owne Armies and 
doe as they doe, doubtleſſe the lame God who hath 7 ps them will alſo proſper 
you, yea and be with you, in all your proceedings whilit yee are with him, but if yee 
forſake him, {by denying lcing's ot delaying juſtice, contrary to your duties, Oathe, 
Corenants, Proteſtaions, and dec 8 will alſo forſake yo, as he hath in all 
ages (even his owne People for their injuſtice, ſins, and aborujantiuns) and flirred up 
both forraigne and inteſtine enemies to revenge his juſt quarrell and true caule a. 

aink them. | | 
, For more particular information, thb:ſ# enſuing lines will be a ſpeciall meine, 
Ven the 22. (f June 1646, the Houſe of Lords ſent an Order to the Keeper 


of Newgate, to bring Mr, Lilburn before them ngon the 23. thereof at ten a 

clock, wherof he having notice that morning, wtot a letter to the ſaid Kee 
per, declaring his guſt liberties and the Nenſe of Lorgs uſampatian thereof, contrary to 
Magna Chertaandother fundamentall Lawes of this, K —— and that he would 
not go tothem willingly, but bad appealed and petitioned to the Houſe of Com- 
mons, and therefore he de ſired the Keeper to take heed what he did, leſt he could not 
recall any vialent action, not grqunded upon Law: 5 

And after Mx. Liſburn had lent che ſaid letter hy his wife, together wiih the printed 
ec ppy of his prote ſtat ion again the Howe of Lords illegal proceedings againſt himas 
a Commoner,& his 2p peale & Petition to the Houle of Commans| as his competent 
Judges, but th-e not 1:ding the Kec per at Neagate priſon, nor at his one houſe, 
& the hour of his appearance before the Houſe of Lords near a proching, thee C:livercd 
ehe ſame to the Sheriff: of London, beingthen in Guild. bali at the Court of Alder- 
men, where doubtles both the ſaid letter and book wereread, and as Sheriffe Foote in- 

formed her, that they ſent a meſſerger to Newgate with their anſwer, what it was, is 
not yet knowne. 

Zur ifit came at all, it was nat in due time, for after the deputy Keeper and 
his aſſi ſt ants had attended hate an hour for Mr. Lilbarns comming from his cham- 
ber to go with them before the Houlcof Lords at th: time appointed, and upon 
his conſtant refuſing to go willingly with them (or ſo much a$ to open hrs Cham. 
ber daorey but ſhut it in token of his conſtant oppoſing ſo unjuſt a po er over him 2 
free borne Engliſn nan) and before the m ſſenger whom he lent to Guild: hall with 
their conſent, had returned withan anſwer (and whoſe returning they promiſed to 
attend) ¶ hey brake open his doore, rouke him away to Weſtm.r/ter] and no meſſen- 
ger was ſent (Who ye: wee have heard off from the Courcof Aldermen, 

Whtn they had brought iim ;0 the painted chamber next. the Houſe of Lor it 

| doore 


M*; 
ö 


— e 7 : : EAT 4 A 
. „ - > 


0 4 » bs 

doore , where he attended with has Keepirt almoſt. two hourets before he was called 
in; (es it ſcemeth ) the Hop/e uf Bert” ſervants and attendan:s, taking notice of the 
of rhe intetcoiuſe of Pirliament men and others (peaking to im told their 
maſters theo, "2nd: . their uſutpation of the Commons” liberties, and 
canſe ſhould bewnanifeficd ng well by word, as by writing, the Lords. did call 
bia and contnandeFhierh that they ſhauld ſpeedily charge him to hold his 
Fee, andſyeake with none at allybat to be altogethec ſilent untill he was called in 
' before ther to anſwer theic interrogatories, 

Unco whom he returned this anſwer, and bad them tell the ſame to the Howſe of 
| Lords who ſent them, that he would not hold his peace, but ſpeak with any man 
ha ia the way of love ſpeke to hirp, ſo nete bad his tongue, except the Les 
Ou pur a gag into hig month atrheic Fellow Lords the Bh, did to him 8.geares 
* on the” Pillory at Weimer, after i hey bad cauſed bim te be ht from 

Fleet priſon tbitber, and after he bad told them their ſpiricuall ww pat ions, as 
it doth thcſe Lotus their temporall encroachments on free mens liberties. 

Then he being called into the Hauſe of Lords, was commanded (by their le eper of 
the Mack · Rod to kneele before thro, which he abſolutely refuſed to doc, aud aiter 
cheir Kill urging, and bis copiſt ant refuſing, they asked him the icaſon, he anſwered 
that be had learned both dettet Rofigion and manners then rokgeele Lv any humane 
or mortall power how-great fo ever, #hom he never offended, and ir leſſe ra them 
whom he bad defended wich the adventure boch of his life and eſtaic, yea and withall 

the friends he could make: vl: ereupon they not only returned hiui to N gate pi iſdh, 
but comman ded him to be Kepr cloſe· Priſoner, as ppeareih by theſe enſuing orders. 
ds Die Lunæ 22. Junij16 4 6. ws 
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Ordered by the Lords in N abe, tbat Licu. col John Lilburne now a 


| ] 
prifoner in Newgate, Jhull bevrought before their Lordſhps in the (H;2h Court of P AR. 


LI AMENT] to marrow marning by tex of the cut: Aud this to be a ſufficient wa - 
rant in that brbalfe. | 


To the Gear. Uſher of this Houſe, or his Deputy, 
to be delivered to the Keeper ol. Nevgete or his Deputy. 
| Die Martis 23. Iunij. 16 46. 255 
Oracred by the LORDS mn P4RLIAMENT aſſcmbled, that Tohn Lilburn ſhall ſtam! 


committcd cloſe priſoner in th: Priſdn of Newgate; and that he be not perm tied to hade 


fer, ke, or Taper; and none ſhall bave acceſſs unto him in any kinds but only bis Keepcr, 
untill this court doth take further order. 


To the Keeper of Newgate his Toh. Brown Cleric. Parliamentorum. 
deputy or deputies. n ' Exam, per. Rec. Briftoe Cleric. de Newgate, 
4 F I N I S. 
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Toh. Brown Cler, 
Parhamencorum, 


